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Box No. I Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on 

B the international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ a translation of the international application into , which is the language 
of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 

□ international preliminary exannination (under Rules 55.2(a) andfor 55.3(a)) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets whh 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed'' and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1.10 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1 .9 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing andhr any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims. Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/Tigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to. go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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— Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-8 




No: 


Claims 


9 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-8 




No: 


Claims 


9 



Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

The documents 

D1 : RU-C-2 103 418 (AKTSIONERNOE OBSHCHESTVO OTKRY; RSKIJ METALL 

KOM) 27 January 1998 (1998-01-27) 
D2: RU-C-2 1 14 218 (AKTSIONERNOE OBSHCHESTVO OTKRY; RSKIJ METALL 

KOM) 27 June 1998 (1998-06-27) 

disclose a process from which the subject-matter of claims 1 -8 is distinguished by the 
molecular weight of the copolymer additive in the tin plating composition only. While the 
comparative example 3 shows that the quality of the tin plating is improved by the lower 
molecular weight of the copolymer for a given set of plating parameters, there is no hint 
that the plated strip or plate per se could be distinguished from a plated strip or plate 
produced according to a prior art process, using different plating parameters (e.g. current 
density). This is supported by the summary of the invention as set out on page 3, lines 8- 
19. 

Product-by-process claim 9 refers to the process as defined in claim 3 which itself is 
charaterized by the tinning composition used. It further specifies the tin coating by its 
weight and its relative porosity. The examples provided by the applicant show that for a 
specific combination of process parameters a coating may be obtained which is 
distinguished over a prior art coating equally deposited under a specific combination of 
process parameters by its porosity and overcoating performance. 

In claim 9 the relative porosity is defined to be "about 0.06%" as compared to 0.08% of the 
prior art. This is considered to fall within the scope of "about 0.06%". Moreover, claim 9 
does not define how the relative porosity is determined. 

Furthermore, when varying the process parameters within the ranges specified in D1 or D2 
it can be expected that the resulting relative porosity would also vary. 

The subject-matter of claim 9 is therefore considered not to be new (Article 33(2) PCT). 
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